“Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent member of the
Council, who was himself waiting for the kingdom
of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for Jesus’
body. Pilate was surprised to hear that he was
already dead. Summoning the centurion, he asked
him if Jesus had already died. When he learned
from the centurion that it was so, he gave the body
to Joseph.” (Mark 15:43-45)

“Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the
body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple of Jesus,
but secretly because he feared the Jewish leaders.
With Pilate’s permission, he came and took the
body away. He was accompanied by Nicodemus,
the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night.
Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes,
about seventy-five pounds.” (John 19:38-39)

“He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and
with the rich in his death, though he had done no
violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth.”

(Isaiah 53:9)
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“Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom,
but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block
to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those
whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks,
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.”
(1 Corinthians 1:22-24)

“Then, behold, the veil of the temple was torn in
two from top to bottom; and the earth quaked,
and the rocks were split, and the graves were
opened; and many bodies of the saints who had
fallen asleep were raised; and coming out of the
graves after His resurrection, they went into the
holy city and appeared to many.”

(Matthew 27:51-53)
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“Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with
confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find
grace to help us in our time of need.”

(Hebrews 4:16)

“So when the centurion and those with him, who
were guarding Jesus, saw the earthquake and the
things that had happened, they feared greatly,
saying, ‘Truly this was the Son of God!” And many
women who followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering
to Him, were there looking on from afar, among
whom were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of
James and Joses, and the mother of Zebedee’s
sons.” (Matthew 27:54-56)

#2 - A Soldier is to

“Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery
ordeal that has come on you to test you, as though
something strange were happening to you. But
rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings
of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his
glory is revealed. If you are insulted because of the
name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of
glory and of God rests on you. If you suffer, it should
not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of
criminal, or even as a meddler. However, if you suffer
as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God
that you bear that name.” (1 Peter 4:12-16)

“Now when evening had come, there came a rich
man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who himself
had also become a disciple of Jesus. This man went
to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then
Pilate commanded the body to be given to him.
When Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it
in a clean linen cloth, and laid it in his new tomb
which he had hewn out of the rock; and he rolled
a large stone against the door of the tomb, and
departed. And Mary Magdalene was there, and
the other Mary, sitting opposite the tomb. On the
next day, which followed the Day of Preparation,
the chief priests and Pharisees gathered together
to Pilate, saying, ‘Sir, we remember, while He was
still alive, how that deceiver said, ‘After three days
| will rise.” Therefore command that the tomb be
made secure until the third day, lest His disciples
come by night and steal Him away, and say to the
people, ‘He has risen from the dead. So the last
deception will be worse than the first.” Pilate said
to them, “You have a guard; go your way, make it as
secure as you know how.” So they went and made
the tomb secure, sealing the stone and setting the
guard.” (Matthew 27:57-66)
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